
 

 

 
12 July  2021 

 
 

Message to Clubs and Members 
 

Hello everyone 
 
By now the football and Wimbledon will be over and we can rest easy! Just the Grand Prix at 
Silverstone to look forward to. 
 

It is good to see that a number of Clubs have been able to meet at their venue and this has gone 

quite well. If your Club Programme Secretary is in the process of booking demonstrators please be 

aware that conditions may have changed.  It will very much be a case of clear communication and 

negotiation between the Club and demonstrator so that all parties are in agreement of all 

requirements and conditions. 

Demonstrators are aware that sometimes a booking has to be cancelled at short notice but Clubs 

are asked to rebook the demonstrator as soon as possible. For many it is their livelihood and they 

depend on their income from demonstrating for their living. This last year has been very difficult 

for them too.  

Please don’t forget to ask someone in the Club to write about your meeting up for the first time 

and let the Surrey Area News know of the experience. If you have any news about your Club please 

send to monicachatalet@gmail.com or marcia1975@taltalk.net   

Hopefully we can all meet up again in the not too distant future. Seeing real people and being able 

to have a chat will be quite a novel experience!  
 
 

It has been decided that for the moment we will suspend the ‘Just For Fun’ photo entries of your 

arrangements. Entries have slowed down and I should imagine that we have become a little weary 

of similar ways to display our craft. We have an opportunity at Wisley Flower Show (7th – 12th 

September) to create exhibits for real which can be viewed by the public as well as being judged. 

It is always interesting to hear the public comments as well as read what the judge has said.  

You may have also been sent information about Winchester Cathedral and their Flower Festival 

which takes place shortly after Wisley. This was such a fantastic event last time and some of our 

Surrey members are also participating so please give it your support.   

 

 
As your Area Chairman I have been involved with the review of the NAFAS Articles of Association. This 
has been a thorough and meticulous process and involved many hours of discussion and work, but very 
rewarding knowing that it is in the best interests of all our members. The new Articles of Association have 
been drafted and sent to all Area Chairmen for their comments and to vote on at the next NAC meeting 
later this month. If you would like to see the new draft version please let me know and I can forward them 
to you. 
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You may remember that in my last letter I made a request for someone or possibly two people to run the 
Area Publications. Sadly I have to report that no one has come forward or been recommended. This does 
mean that it will be very difficult to operate the Publications table at Wisley where the Area receives 
quite a bit of income. Like most Clubs the Area’s finances are much depleted this year, having paid the 
NAFAS affiliation fees on your behalf and waiving the Area’s fees.  
Even if we do not have a permanent Publications team we do need people to man the Publications table 
at Wisley this year so if you can spare a couple of hours during the time of the Wisley Show (7th – 12th 
September) it will be very much appreciated. Please let me know what times would be suitable for you so 
that a rota can be drawn up. All current conditions imposed by the pandemic and RHS will be met for you 
so please do not worry on that score.  

 
 

These times have been challenging for all but hopefully some of the restrictions to daily life, let 
alone pursuing our love of flower arranging, may soon be relaxed. Please let our return to some 
sort of normality be safe and secure. Don’t forget those that are not able to receive this email 
and keep in contact with them by other means. The phone is a good way to communicate and I 
am also happy to receive your comments and questions. 
 
 
Keep safe everyone and good wishes go to you all. 
 
Chris Brown 
Chairman 
Surrey Area of NAFAS 
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